Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.197; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.9.
Related literature
For general background, see: Fournet et al. (1981) and references cited therein; Towers et al. (1981) ; Biavatti et al. (2002) ; McCormick et al. (1996) ; Ziegler & Gelfert, (1959) . For related crystal structures, see: Somvanshi et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.811, T max = 0.909 5720 measured reflections 1782 independent reflections 1272 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.054 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.065 wR(F 2 ) = 0.197 S = 1.15 1782 reflections 128 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.38 e Å À3 Á min = À0.64 e Å À3 Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2004) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1999) and CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1993) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2003) . Comment A wide range of medicinal properties have already been identified in compounds containing the quinoline ring system including antiprotozoal (Fournet et al., 1981) , antibacterial (Towers et al., 1981) , antifungal (Biavatti et al., 2002) and antiviral activities (McCormick et al., 1996) . Reaction of aniline with malonic acid in an excess of phosphorus oxychloride at reflux to give 2,4-dichloroquinoline was first reported by Ziegler & Gelfert (1959) . A similar derivative of quinoline was synthesized from the mixture of p-toluidine and malonic acid in a one-pot reaction from an aryl amine, malonic acid and phosphorous oxychloride and its cytotoxicity has been reported (Somvanshi & Subashini et al., 2008) . In continuous of our work, crystal structure of another derivative is reported in this paper.
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The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular π-π [Cg1···Cg1 and Cg2···Cg2] stacking interactions with shortest perpendicular distances between isochinoline groups of 3.470 Å and 3.497 Å, the slippages between these ring systems are 1.283 Å and 1.178 Å, the distances between the centroids of the six-membered carbon rings are 3.700 (3) Å and 3.690 (3) Å with the symmetry code (2 -x, -y, 1 -z) and (1 -x, -y, 1 -z), respectively. Further, another intermolecular π-π [Cg1···Cg2] stacking interactions with a shortest perpendicular distance of 3.476 Å between the two rings and the distance between the centroids of the six-membered carbon rings is 3.736 (3) Å with the symmetry code (2 -x, -y, -z). Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of N1-C1-C2-C3-C4-C8-C9 ring and C4-C9 ring respectively. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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